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2020 Soil Stewardship Public Speaking Contest Theme
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To prepare for the public speaking contest, studard to consult with their Ag Science
teacher and use this Guidelines Packet which isszdale on the Texas State Soil and
Water Conservation Board’s website. The studealsis to work with their soil and
water conservation district (SWCD) as a local reseu A statement signed by an
SWCD representative must be attached to the swdahsfieech.

To locate and contact a soil and water conservation districifer to page 8 of this
packet and follow the instructions.

This program is a partnership between the Texas HtgAVocational Agriculture
Teachers Association of Texas, the Texas Statea8diWater Conservation Board, and
the Association of Texas Soil and Water Consemdistricts.

For more information contact:

Texas State Soil and Water Conservation Board
1497 Country View Lane
Temple, TX 76504-8806
(254) 773-2250 or 800-792-3485
https:.//www.tsswcb.texas.gov/

TEXAS STATE
Soil & Water




vailable

Three scholarships will be awarded by the
Association of Texas Soil and Water Conservation
Districts. One $3,000.00 scholarshipill be

awarded to the first place contestamte $2,000.00
scholarshipwill be awarded to the second place
contestant andne $1,000.00 scholarshipill be
awarded to the third place contestant.

Scholarship money must be used to defray costs of

a recipient’s education at a technical institution,
college, or university of the recipient’s choiceh8larship funds will be transmitted directly to a
public speaking contest winner's chosen techniclabsl, college, or university in the student’s
name upon proof of registration as a full-time shidat the institution of higher learning.

Expense Paid Trips. The state first place scholarship winner ancbhiser advisor will
receive an expense paid trip under State of Temasltguidelines to the annual meeting of
Texas Soil and Water Conservation District Direstof he first place Soil Stewardship Public
Speaking Contest Winner is required to presenbhiter state winning speech at the annual
meeting of SWCD Directors.




To Access the Guidelines Packet]

1. Click on the Texas State Soil & Water ConservaBoard’'s website:
https://www.tsswcb.texas.qgov/

2. Along the top of the webpage, hover over progranasthen hover over “Public Information
and Education” and click on the first link in thegup “Soil and Water Stewardship Public
Speaking Contest” or visitttps://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/programs/public-infation-and-
education/soil-and-water-stewardship-public-spegkiontest
Once on the page, to the right is a box titledutoents where you will find the 2020
Guidelines Packet.

To Get the Student Started

Using the prompt statements or questions noteldarspeech outline on page six, the student is to
center his/her speech on the them&here Would We BEE Without PollinatctsThe focus of the
speech is to demonstrate knowledge gained aboupbbinators form the foundations of a healthy
and sustainable future for food and the environmédris further recommended that the student
consult the listed resources that follow to gaimedi-rounded view of the theme topiQ@ther

resour ces may also be consulted in addition to thelisted references.

Recommended Resources for Speech Development

https://www.diynatural.com/pollination-pollinatoreed-help/

The above link presents an overview of why polima&and pollinators are important.

https://pollinator.org/pollinators

The above resource link provides information alWhat is pollination? Who are the
pollinators? Why are pollinators important? And wta we know about their status?

https://www.fws.gov/pollinators/pollinatorpageséhts.html

Brief article points out two major threats to podltors. Other links are suggested for further
information.

https://www.nap.edu/read/11761/chapter/5

The article addresses many explanations invokeddount for declines in pollinator
populations in North America, including, among othexposure to pathogens, parasites, and
pesticides; habitat fragmentation and loss; clinchgnge; market forces; intra- and inter-
specific competition with native and invasive sgsciand genetic alterations.




https://kansasruralcenter.org/pollinator-declinepdioes-it-matter-and-what-can-we-do/

In 2000, the Convention on Biological Diversity tiged a “pollinator crisis” and implemented
an International Pollinator Initiative aimed atrataing the tide of the decline. In the years
since, awareness of the pollinator crisis has as®d but pollinators continue to struggle. This
article discusses, Pollinator Decline — Why doesatter and what can we do?

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detaiplantsanimals/?cid=nrcseprd945806

Monarch butterflies have experienced a significidline in the past 20 years. Today,
population totals hover around 34 million, downnfrd billion in 1995. NRCS helps
landowners on the conservation and enhancemenvearsé native plant communities and
ecosystem management to encourage the productiorpoftant plant species required for
brooding and nectar during migratory periods.

https://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/sites/default/fildefiprograms/Conservation%?20initiatives/Exa
mple%20Monarch%20Conservation%20Plan.pdf

The Texas State Soil and Water Conservation BOEB&YWCB) is working in cooperation with
143 Soil and Water Conservation Districts locatedéxas to enhance or restore Monarch
Butterfly Habitat by planting pollinator friendlylant species on over 1,600 acres on rural lands
and by installing Monarch Butterfly gardens in palareas. Examples of a Monarch Habitat
Conservation Plan can be studied in this article.

https://xerces.org/pollinator-conservation/whatstake

Bees and other pollinators touch lives every dayaiys not realized. They are responsible for as
much as one third of the food and drinks that aresumed and contribute to the production of
our clothing. Furthermore, they help define ourseea, thus this resource points out what'’s at
stake should pollinators be lost.

https://conbio.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.11&4H2.80

Based on a paper published in the jour@alnservation Science and Practitieere is described
why there is a worldwide need to take greater adtocurb the global decline in insects.




Objective of the Speech

The primary objective of the speech is for the kpeto demonstrate knowledge about what
pollinators are, why they are important, and wkariown about their status?

Specific Instructions. The speech must be betwesand eight minutes in length.
For specific rules and requirements relating todbetest, consult the Degree Check Guidelines.




I ntroduction

M Introduce the them®&Vhere Would We BEE Without PollinatorsConsider incorporating
a reflective thought based upon what was learnedglvesearch for the preparation of the
speech.

M Set the tone of the speech with some thought-piliagaduote regarding a philosophical
view for the conservation of nature’s pollinators.

Body of Speech

M From an interview and discussion with a local aaifl water conservation district
employee, a conservation district director or USB&ural Resource Conservation Service
district conservationist or NRCS technician, discwsys in which the local soil and water
conservation district, along with agricultural puogrs cooperating with the SWCD,
contribute to sustaining a balanced ecosystemédtura’s pollinators.

M Presenta perspective on current and future igelesve to the status of pollinators given
the centrality of insects to terrestrial ecosystamd the food chain that supports human
and other life forms. How may these issues imgaat community, state, nation, world?

M Discuss how good land stewardship contributesdaetivironmental and economic health
to the local community, state, and nation.

Conclusion

M in reflecting on what you have learned do you helithat your generation has an important
role in responsible future decisions and actioas ithpact connected ecosystems on which
all life depends.

* It is not required that the above prompt questidie addressed in the speech as chronologicatbdlisThe
student has the flexibility to rearrange the prompestions in a manner that permits a smooth flbdetivery. The
student also has the flexibility to introduce otlencepts into his or her speech that he or shie fekevant to the
theme of the speech.




Soil and Water Conservation District
Consultation Aftidavit

My legal name is and | am currently a member of the

FFA Chapter affiliated with High School_in

Texas. | hereby state that that the informatiatest is both accurate and complete and that |
have consulted with the Soil and Water
Conservation District in preparation for the 20260 &nd Water Stewardship Public Speaking
Contest {Where would we BEE without Pollinators?”)

(Student Signature)

(SWCD Representative Signature) (Date)

(This form should be submitted along with the spgech




How to find your local soil and water
conservation district: Follow the below steps.

1. Click on the link
https://www.tsswcb.texas.gov/swcds/locatormap

2. Click on the region number in which your countyasated.

3. Find the name of your county and click on it. Upg the
name of your SWCD, and information on how to conthe
district, or the Texas State Soil and Water Coret@ym Board
Field Representative who assists the district.




